JP2000-101884 FUJI PHOTO HLM 



* NOTICES * 
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CLAIMS 

[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] An electronic camera comprising: 

An image pick-up part which obtains electronic image data which changes light from a 
photographic subject into an electrical signal, and in which an object image is shown. 
A GPS receiving set which receives an electric wave from a GPS Satellite. 

A camera station acquired based on an electric wave received with said GPS receiving set to 
photographed image data acquired via said image pick-up part, and information on time. 
An encipherment information synthesizing means which enciphers these information 
according to a predetermined format while adding information which shows individual 
identification numerals of the electronic camera concerned, A nonvolatile storage means 
which records data which passed through said encipherment information synthesizing means, 
A data output part for taking out data which passed through said encipherment information 
synthesizing means to the exterior of the device concerned, A storing means which surrounds 
said image pick-up part, said encipherment information synthesizing means, and said 
nonvolatile storage means, and seals these mechanically and electrically, An opening 
discriminating means which can exterior distinguish existence of opening of said storing 
means, an opening detection means to detect existence of opening of said storing means 
electrically, and an alteration checking means which makes use impossible data memorized 
by said nonvolatile storage means when opening is detected by said opening detection means. 

[Claim 2] The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein it builds in a backup power 
supply and a series of sequences from concern of opening by said opening detection means to 
an operation of said alteration checking means are performed by current supply from said 
backup power supply. 

[Claim 3] a time check ~ a case where a photograph is taken under a situation where a means 
is built in and an electric wave from a GPS Satellite cannot be received — said time check ~ 
the electronic camera according to claim 1 adding time based on a means, and lapsed time 
after an electric wave stops reaching to photographed image data, and recording them. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the electronic camera which can prevent 
alteration and an alteration of data while it relates to an electronic camera, especially records 
the information on a photographing date, a photographing location, etc. with image data. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The proposal which gives material evidence nature to the image 
data photoed with the video camera from the former is made (JP,8-97927,A, JP,7-50827,A). 
For example, in JP,8-97927,A, the method of compounding a photographing date (temporal 
data) and a photographing location (position data) to image data is indicated using GPS 
(global positioning system). 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, protective measures [ as opposed to the 
alteration or the alteration after data acquisition with the method by which the conventional 
proposal is made ] are imperfect and vulnerable. This invention was made in view of such a 
situation, and an object of this invention is to provide the electronic camera which makes it 
possible to add a photographing date and the information on a position to the data of the 
photoed picture, and to prevent alteration and an alteration of these data and to give sufficient 
material evidence nature for shot data. 
[0004] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain said purpose, an electronic camera 

concerning this invention is provided with the following. 

An image pick-up part which obtains electronic image data which changes light from a 
photographic subject into an electrical signal, and in which an object image is shown. 
A GPS receiving set which receives an electric wave from a GPS Satellite. 
While adding information on a camera station acquired based on an electric wave received 
with said GPS receiving set to photographed image data acquired via said image pick-up part, 
and time, and information which shows individual identification numerals of the electronic 
camera concerned, An encipherment information synthesizing means which enciphers these 
information according to a predetermined format, A nonvolatile storage means which records 
data which passed through said encipherment information synthesizing means, A data output 
part for taking out data which passed through said encipherment information synthesizing 
means to the exterior of the device concerned, A storing means which surrounds said image 
pick-up part, said encipherment information synthesizing means, and said nonvolatile storage 
means, and seals these mechanically and electrically, An opening discriminating means which 
can exterior distinguish existence of opening of said storing means, an opening detection 
means to detect existence of opening of said storing means electrically, and an alteration 
checking means which makes use impossible data memorized by said nonvolatile storage 
means when opening is detected by said opening detection means. 



[0005] According to this invention, a camera station and date information which were acquired 



from a GPS receiving set are automatically added to image data photoed through an image 
pick-up part, and these information is recorded with information on individual identification 
numerals of the electronic camera concerned. Since information is enciphered according to a 
predetermined format on the occasion of this recording processing, alteration and an alteration 
after data acquisition become difficult. 

[0006] The seal (sealing) of an image pick-up part, an encipherment information synthesizing 
means, and the nonvolatile storage means is carried out mechanically and electrically by 
storing means, and if they do not destroy a part of storing means, they have structure which 
cannot access an inside. And when a seal of a storing means is broken, can recognize visually 
easily by a discriminating means, and. It is electrically detected by an opening detection 
means, the alteration checking means operates based on this detection, and it is preventing 
from using data within a nonvolatile storage means by elimination, destruction, and other 
suitable methods. 

[0007] The credibility of data can be proved and sufficient material evidence nature for shot 
data can be given because this compares data saved in an inside of an electronic camera, and 
data taken out outside via a data output part. 
[0008] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] The desirable embodiment of the electronic camera built over 
this invention according to an accompanying drawing below is described. Drawing 1 is a 
block diagram showing the composition of the electronic camera concerning an embodiment 
of the invention. This electronic camera 10 is added to the fundamental component of 
electronic cameras, such as the taking lens 12, the image pick-up part 14, the finder 
combination monitor 16, the power supply section 18, and the image recording input-and- 
output (I/O) part 20, It has the GPS receiving set 22 which receives the electric wave from a 
GPS Satellite, the encipherment information synchronizer 24, the photography shot recording 
memory (equivalent to a nonvolatile storage means) 26, the internal clock (time check a 
means fairly) 28, and the backup internal power supply 30. 

[0009] Especially, . Mechanical [ in the case 32 (equivalent to a storing means) ] about the 
portion (element) concerning acquisition and record of the data of the image pick-up part 14, 
the GPS receiving set 22, the encipherment information synchronizer 24, the internal clock 
28, the backup internal power supply 30, the image recording I/O part 20, the photography 
shot recording memory 26, etc. And it is stored where a seal (sealing) is carried out 
electrically, and it has structure which cannot alter data from the exterior. 
[0010]. [ whether an inside can be accessed, if the case 32 is pasted up or welded and does not 
specifically destroy the case 32, and ] Or it enables it to check opening physically by making 
it the structure which cannot access an inside unless it is sealed in the screw (un-illustrating) 
which joins the case 32, it destroys a seal and it removes a screw. The opening detecting 
switch 34 is formed in the inside of the case 32 by which the seal was carried out, or the case 
32, if the seal of the case 32 is broken, the opening detecting switch 34 will operate, the 
information in the photography shot recording memory 26 is eliminated, and it is constituted 
so that opening can be distinguished also electrically. 

[001 l]The image pick-up part 14 is changed into electronic image data through predetermined 

signal processing, after photoelectric conversion of the object image which carried out image 
formation to the acceptance surface of the image sensor via the taking lens 12 is carried out 
here including image sensors, such as CCD which is not illustrated. GPS (earth positioning 
system) is a system which can receive the electric wave transmitted from two or more 
satellites launched by the universe, and can know the exact position on the earth in real time 
like common knowledge. The position and information on time are included in the electric 
wave emitted from each satellite, and the exact information on the present position (camera 
station) and time (photographing date) on the earth can be acquired by receiving the electric 



wave from a satellite with the GPS receiving set 22. 

[00 12] The position and date information which were acquired from the GPS receiving set 22 
are added to the image data of the photographic subject photoed through the image pick-up 
part 14, and these data is recorded on it with the information on the device individual numbers 
(equivalent to individual identification numerals) of the electronic camera 10 concerned. In 
particular, in consideration of the prevention from alteration of data, according to a secret 
format, it is enciphered in the encipherment information synchronizer 24, and distributed 
record of the data of a camera station and time and the data of device individual numbers is 
carried out into picture information. 

[00 13] For example, it is possible to embed as a code all over a picture in the way of a digital 

watermark. Unlike the writing to the header information of the file usually performed, by 
performing such encryption processing, the difficulty of an alteration of data becomes high. In 
this way, the enciphered data can be accepted and decoded by using predetermined decoding 
software, and alteration of data and an alteration become much more difficult by securing the 
format of encryption, and the confidentiality of decoding software. 

[00 14] the image data into which a camera station and other attached information were woven 
in the encipherment information synchronizer 24 passes the image recording I/O part 20 — 
ream — it is recorded on the bubble medium (for example, external recording media, such as a 
mass image memory card) 36. Data may be transmitted to another server etc. which are 
replaced with the writing of the data to the external recording media 36, and are not illustrated 
using the transmission device 38. 

[00 15] Nonvolatile memory is used for the photography shot recording memory 26, Record- 
keeping of the camera station of all the taken images photoed by the electronic camera 10 
concerned and each photography shot, time, picture data size information, and the other 
attached information is carried out to this photography shot recording memory 26 
simultaneously with photography. Although the photography shot recording memory 26 
cannot make writing and correction of data by access from the electronic camera 10 outside, 
read-out of data is possible for it via the image recording I/O part 20. 
[00 16] Thus, since picture information and its attached information are saved simultaneously 
with photography at built-in nonvolatile memory (photography shot recording memory 26) 
and it was made to keep the information about all the photoed shots, It becomes possible to 
prove the credibility of data by comparing the data which was written in the external 
recording media 36 and taken out by the exterior of the electronic camera 10, and the data 
kept inside the device of the electronic camera 10. 

[00 17] Since it has the structure where the data of the photography shot recording memory 26 
is eliminated if the opening detecting switch 34 detects opening of the case 32, the alteration 
of the data kept in the device of the electronic camera 10 is impossible. Processing special to 
data besides the method of eliminating data as a method of making use impossible the data in 
the photography shot recording memory 26 may be performed, and data may be processed or 
destroyed. 

[0018] A series of sequences from the unsealing detection of the case 32 to data cancellation 
are performed by the electric power supply from the backup internal power supply 30, and 
even if there is no usual external power 18, they operate. Therefore, it is guaranteed that the 
data currently preserved by the nonvolatile memory (photography shot recording memory 26) 
built in the electronic camera 10 is the genuine data acquired by the photography which used 
the electronic camera 10 concerned. 

[00 19] By the way, when the electric wave from GPS Satellites, such as indoor, is 
unreceivable (at the time of GPS radio wave un-reaching), that is displayed on the finder 
combination monitor 16, and a photography person is notified. When performing photography 
under this GPS radio wave situation where it does not reach. Although the exact position and 



date information by a GPS radio wave are unacquirable, the time which the internal clock 28 

shows, and the lapsed time after a GPS radio wave is un-reaching are recorded on the 
photography shot recording memory 26 with image data, using the internal clock 28 as a 
second best measure. 

[0020] And after taking a photograph under GPS radio wave the situation where it does not 
reach, it moves to the good point of a radio wave state as promptly as possible, GPS operation 
is checked, and photography for a check is performed there. Since the information on the 
exact camera station and time based on a GPS radio wave is added and recorded on the 
photographed image data for this check. The approximation nature of the position (place) 
from which both data was acquired can be presumed by combining the data for the check 
concerned, and the data acquired under the electric wave situation where it does not reach. 
[0021] That is, since the error span of both camera station can presume to some extent based 
on the lapsed time from the photography under electric wave the situation where it does not 
reach to the photographed-image-data acquisition for a check, the approximate guarantee of 
the position information which diverts the camera station information on the image data for a 
check, and starts the data under electric wave the situation where it does not reach can be 
offered. In order to utilize effectively the electronic camera constituted like the above, the 
material evidence nature of data is secured by setting an appropriate public institution which 
is a court and carrying the data obtained by photography and the photoed electronic camera 10 
into a public institution. 

[0022] Namely, in a public institution, it is shown that the seal of the case 32 of the electronic 
camera 10 is maintained. It becomes possible to guarantee the credibility of data by 
comparing the photography shot data currently kept by the nonvolatile memory (26) in a 
camera as compared with the data currently recorded on the medium of the external recording 
media 36 grade. About the information enciphered, it is letting image data pass to 
predetermined decoding software, and specification of a camera station (place), a 
photographing date, and the electronic camera used for photography can be performed. 
[0023] Generally except for a public institution, only the inspection of data of the code format 
used when embedding attached information, such as a camera station and time, to image data 
is enabled by using predetermined decoding software to a third party as what is not exhibited. 
By using such an electronic camera, it becomes possible to give material evidence nature to 
the data photoed with the electronic camera 10 concerned. 

[0024] Although the above-mentioned embodiment explained the electronic camera which 
records a still picture to the example, this invention is applicable also to the electronic camera 
which records an animation. 
[0025] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to the electronic camera concerning 
this invention, add a camera station and date information to the image data acquired through 
the photographing part automatically using GPS, and. Since the individual identification 
numerals of the electronic camera concerned are added, these data is enciphered and it was 
made to record, the alteration and the alteration after data acquisition are difficult, and can 
give material evidence nature to photographed image data. 

[0026] If a part of storing means is not destroyed, when it has structure which cannot access an 
inside and the seal of a storing means is broken, can recognize especially the electronic 
camera of this invention visually easily by a discriminating means, and. Since it prevented 
from using data, it being detected electrically and eliminating the data within a nonvolatile 
storage means based on this detection by an opening detection means, etc., By comparing the 
data saved at the nonvolatile storage means inside an electronic camera, and tiie data taken out 
outside via the data output part, the credibility of data can be proved and sufficient material 
evidence nature for shot data can be given. 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 



[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the electronic camera which can prevent 
alteration and an alteration of data while it relates to an electronic camera, especially records 
the information on a photographing date, a photographing location, etc. with image data. 
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PRIOR ART 



[Description of the Prior Art] The proposal which gives material evidence nature to the image 
data photoed with the video camera from the former is made (JP,8-97927,A, JP,7-50827,A). 
For example, in JP,8-97927,A, the method of compounding a photographing date (temporal 
data) and a photographing location (position data) to image data is indicated using GPS 
(global positioning system). 
[0003] 
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EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 



[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to the electronic camera concerning 
this invention, add a camera station and date information to the image data acquired through 
the photographing part automatically using GPS, and. Since the individual identification 
numerals of the electronic camera concerned are added, these data is enciphered and it was 
made to record, the alteration and the alteration after data acquisition are difficult, and can 
give material evidence nature to photographed image data. 

[0026] If the electronic camera in particular of this invention does not destroy a part of storing 
means, it has structure which cannot access an inside. 

When the seal of a storing means is broken, can recognize visually easily by a discriminating 
means, and. Since it prevented from using data, it being detected electrically and eliminating 
the data within a nonvolatile storage means based on this detection by an opening detection 
means, etc.. By comparing the data saved at the nonvolatile storage means inside an electronic 
camera, and the data taken out outside via the data output part, the credibility of data can be 
proved and sufficient material evidence nature for shot data can be given. 
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TECHNICAL PROBLEM 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, protective measures [ as opposed to the 
alteration or the alteration after data acquisition with the method by which the conventional 
proposal is made ] are imperfect and vulnerable. This invention was made in view of such a 
situation, and an object of this invention is to provide the electronic camera which makes it 
possible to add a photographing date and the information on a position to the data of the 



photoed picture, and to prevent alteration and an alteration of these data and to give sufficient 
material evidence nature for shot data. 
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MEANS 

I [Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain said purpose, an electronic camera * [ Formatted: Left 

concerning this invention is provided with the following. 

An image pick-up part which obtains electronic image data which changes light from a 
photographic subject into an electrical signal, and in which an object image is shown. 
A GPS receiving set which receives an electric wave from a GPS Satellite. 
While adding information on a camera station acquired based on an electric wave received 
with said GPS receiving set to photographed image data acquired via said image pick-up part, 
and time, and information which shows individual identification numerals of the electronic 
camera concerned, An encipherment information synthesizing means which enciphers these 
information according to a predetermined format, A nonvolatile storage means which records 
data which passed through said encipherment information synthesizing means, A data output 
part for taking out data which passed through said encipherment information synthesizing 
means to the exterior of the device concerned, A storing means which surrounds said image 
pick-up part, said encipherment information synthesizing means, and said nonvolatile storage 
means, and seals these mechanically and electrically. An opening discriminating means which 
can exterior distinguish existence of opening of said storing means, an opening detection 
means to detect existence of opening of said storing means electrically, and an alteration 
checking means which makes use impossible data memorized by said nonvolatile storage 
means when opening is detected by said opening detection means. 

[0005] According to this invention, a camera station and date information which were acquired 
from a GPS receiving set are automatically added to image data photoed through an image 
pick-up part, and these information is recorded with information on individual identification 
numerals of the electronic camera concerned. Since information is enciphered according to a 
predetermined format on the occasion of this recording processing, alteration and an alteration 
after data acquisition become difficult. 

[0006] The seal (sealing) of an image pick-up part, an encipherment information synthesizing 

means, and the nonvolatile storage means is carried out mechanically and electrically by 
storing means, and if they do not destroy a part of storing means, they have structure which 
cannot access an inside. And when a seal of a storing means is broken, can recognize visually 
easily by a discriminating means, and. It is electrically detected by an opening detection 



means, the alteration checking means operates based on this detection, and it is preventing 
from using data within a nonvolatile storage means by elimination, destruction, and other 
suitable methods. 

[0007] The credibiUty of data can be proved and sufficient material evidence nature for shot 
data can be given because this compares data saved in an inside of an electronic camera, and 
data taken out outside via a data output part. 
[0008] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] The desirable embodiment of the electronic camera built over 
this invention according to an accompanying drawing below is described. Drawing 1 is a 
block diagram showing the composition of the electronic camera concerning an embodiment 
of the invention. This electronic camera 10 is added to the fundamental component of 
electronic cameras, such as the taking lens 12, the image pick-up part 14, the finder 
combination monitor 16, the power supply section 18, and the image recording input-and- 
output (I/O) part 20, It has the GPvS receiving set 22 which receives the electric wave from a 
GPS Satellite, the encipherment information synchronizer 24, the photography shot recording 
memory (equivalent to a nonvolatile storage means) 26, the internal clock (time check a 
means fairly) 28, and the backup internal power supply 30. 

[0009] Especially, . Mechanical [ in the case 32 (equivalent to a storing means) ] about the 
portion (element) concerning acquisition and record of the data of the image pick-up part 14, 
the GPS receiving set 22, the encipherment information synchronizer 24, the internal clock 
28, the backup internal power supply 30, the image recording I/O part 20, the photography 
shot recording memory 26, etc. And it is stored where a seal (sealing) is carried out 
electrically, and it has structure which cannot alter data from the exterior. 
[0010]. [ whether an inside can be accessed, if the case 32 is pasted up or welded and does not 
specifically destroy the case 32, and ] Or it enables it to check opening physically by making 
it the structure which cannot access an inside unless it is sealed in the screw (un-illustrating) 
which joins the case 32, it destroys a seal and it removes a screw. The opening detecting 
switch 34 is formed in the inside of the case 32 by which the seal was carried out, or the case 
32, if the seal of the case 32 is broken, the opening detecting switch 34 will operate, the 
information in the photography shot recording memory 26 is eliminated, and it is constituted 
so that opening can be distinguished also electrically. 

[001 l]The image pick-up part 14 is changed into electronic image data through predetermined 
signal processing, after photoelectric conversion of the object image which carried out image 
formation to the acceptance surface of the image sensor via the taking lens 12 is carried out 
here including image sensors, such as CCD which is not illustrated. GPS (earth positioning 
system) is a system which can receive the electric wave transmitted from two or more 
satellites launched by the universe, and can know the exact position on the earth in real time 
like common knowledge. The position and information on time are included in the electric 
wave emitted from each satellite, and the exact information on the present position (camera 
station) and time (photographing date) on the earth can be acquired by receiving the electric 
wave from a satellite with the GPS receiving set 22. 

[00 12] The position and date information which were acquired from the GPS receiving set 22 

are added to the image data of the photographic subject photoed through the image pick-up 
part 14, and these data is recorded on it with the information on the device individual numbers 
(equivalent to individual identification numerals) of the electronic camera 10 concerned. In 
particular, in consideration of the prevention from alteration of data, according to a secret 
format, it is enciphered in the encipherment information synchronizer 24, and distributed 
record of the data of a camera station and time and the data of device individual numbers is 
carried out into picture information. 

[00 13] For example, it is possible to embed as a code all over a picture in the way of a digital 



watermark. Unlike the writing to the header information of the file usually performed, by 

performing such encryption processing, the difficulty of an alteration of data becomes high. In 
this way, the enciphered data can be accepted and decoded by using predetermined decoding 
software, and alteration of data and an alteration become much more difficult by securing the 
format of encryption, and the confidentiality of decoding software. 

[00 14] the image data into which a camera station and other attached information were woven 
in the encipherment information synchronizer 24 passes the image recording I/O part 20 ~ 
ream — it is recorded on the bubble medium (for example, external recording media, such as a 
mass image memory card) 36. Data may be transmitted to another server etc. which are 
replaced with the writing of the data to the external recording media 36, and are not illustrated 
using the transmission device 38. 

[00 15] Nonvolatile memory is used for the photography shot recording memory 26, Record- 
keeping of the camera station of all the taken images photoed by the electronic camera 10 
concerned and each photography shot, time, picture data size information, and the other 
attached information is earned out to this photography shot recording memory 26 
simultaneously with photography. Although the photography shot recording memory 26 
cannot make writing and correction of data by access from the electronic camera 10 outside, 
read-out of data is possible for it via the image recording I/O part 20. 
[00 16] Thus, since picture information and its attached information are saved simultaneously 
with photography at built-in nonvolatile memory (photography shot recording memory 26) 
and it was made to keep the information about all the photoed shots, It becomes possible to 
prove the credibility of data by comparing the data which was written in the external 
recording media 36 and taken out by the exterior of the electronic camera 10, and the data 
kept inside the device of the electronic camera 10. 

[00 17] Since it has the structure where the data of the photography shot recording memory 26 
is eliminated if the opening detecting switch 34 detects opening of the case 32, the alteration 
of the data kept in the device of the electronic camera 10 is impossible. Processing special to 
data besides the method of eliminating data as a method of making use impossible the data in 
the photography shot recording memory 26 may be performed, and data may be processed or 
destroyed. 

[00 18] A series of sequences from the unsealing detection of the case 32 to data cancellation 
are performed by the electric power supply from the backup internal power supply 30, and 
even if there is no usual external power 18, they operate. Therefore, it is guaranteed that the 
data currently preserved by the nonvolatile memory (photography shot recording memory 26) 
built in the electronic camera 10 is the genuine data acquired by the photography which used 
the electronic camera 10 concerned. 

[0019]By the way, when the electric wave from GPS Satellites, such as indoor, is 
unreceivable (at the time of GPS radio wave un-reaching), that is displayed on the finder 
combination monitor 16, and a photography person is notified. When performing photography 
under this GPS radio wave situation where it does not reach. Although the exact position and 
date information by a GPS radio wave are unacquirable, the time which the internal clock 28 
shows, and the lapsed time after a GPS radio wave is un-reaching are recorded on the 
photography shot recording memory 26 with image data, using the internal clock 28 as a 
second best measure. 

[0020] And after taking a photograph under GPS radio wave the situation where it does not 

reach, it moves to the good point of a radio wave state as promptly as possible, GPS operation 
is checked, and photography for a check is performed there. Since the information on the 
exact camera station and time based on a GPS radio wave is added and recorded on the 
photographed image data for this check. The approximation nature of the position (place) 
from which both data was acquired can be presumed by combining the data for the check 



concerned, and the data acquired under the electric wave situation where it does not reach. 
[0021] That is, since the error span of both camera station can presume to some extent based 
on the lapsed time from the photography under electric wave the situation where it does not 
reach to the photographed-image-data acquisition for a check, the approximate guarantee of 
the position information which diverts the camera station information on the image data for a 
check, and starts the data under electric wave the situation where it does not reach can be 
offered. In order to utilize effectively the electronic camera constituted like the above, the 
material evidence nature of data is secured by setting an appropriate public institution which 
is a court and carrying the data obtained by photography and the photoed electronic camera 10 
I into a public institution. i0022]Namely, in a public institution, it is shown that the seal of the [Deleted: 
case 32 of the electronic camera 10 is maintained, It becomes possible to guarantee the 
credibility of data by comparing the photography shot data currently kept by the nonvolatile 
memory (26) in a camera as compared with the data currently recorded on iJie medium of the 
external recording media 36 grade. About the information enciphered, it is letting image data 
pass to predetermined decoding software, and specification of a camera station (place), a 
photographing date, and the electronic camera used for photography can be performed. 
[0023] Generally except for a public institution, only the inspection of data of the code format 
used when embedding attached information, such as a camera station and time, to image data 
is enabled by using predetermined decoding software to a third party as what is not exhibited. 
By using such an electronic camera, it becomes possible to give material evidence nature to 
the data photoed with the electronic camera 10 concerned. 

[0024] Although the above-mentioned embodiment explained the electronic camera which 
records a still picture to the example, this invention is applicable also to the electronic camera 
which records an animation. 
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2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



[Drawing ll The block diagram showing the composition of the electronic camera concerning 

an embodiment of the invention 

[Description of Notations] 

10 ~ Electronic camera 

12 -- Taking lens 

14 — Image pick-up part 

20 ~ Image recording I/O part (equivalent to a data output part) 
22 GPS receiving set 

24 — Encipherment information synchronizer 

26 - Photography shot recording memory (equivalent to a nonvolatile storage means) 

30 - Backup internal power supply 

32 ~ Case (equivalent to a storing means) 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



I [Brief Description of the Drawings] 




34 ~ Opening detecting switch 
* NOTICES * 
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